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Inside... 


Motor carrier officer wins 
inspector challenge 

Larry Quest advances to the 
International Inspectors 
Competition in Minneapolis, 
Minn., this August. 
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Hotline aids summer 
travelers 

| Beginning in June, a new, toll- 
free number will contain the 
latest road construction 

| information. 
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Maintenance crews visit 
Region 5 schools 
Students in several eastern 
Oregon schools learned about 
winter maintenance activities 
from those who are on the road. 


| Bridge painting costs 

skyrocket 

Work that used to cost $3-$4 a 

| square foot four years ago now 
reaches $15-$16 a square foot. 
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ODOT balances needs of coho 
and Oregon’s highway system 


() regon is taking 
significant steps to 
protect its coho salmon stocks 
on the central and north 
coast. 

The state’s action, through 
its Salmon Restoration Plan, 
convinced the National 
Marine Fisheries Service not to 
list coho salmon stocks on the 
north and central Oregon 
coast as endangered. 

The federal agency an- 
nounced late last month that it 
would list coho salmon stocks 
south of Cape Blanco as 
endangered, but withheld the 
listing for stocks north of the 
cape. 

The decision is a victory for 
Oregon’s salmon restoration 
effort, according to Sue Chase, 
manager of ODOT’s portion 
of the restoration plan. 

“We’re very proud of the work ODOT has contrib- 
uted toward the restoration plan,” Chase said. “I think 
we ve done a good job of balancing the needs of our 
native fish runs against our responsibility to keep our 
transportation system safe and efficient.” 

Chase said NMFS listed the coho stocks south of Cape 
Blanco as endangered because they belong to a genetic 
pool that includes stocks in northern California. 

“You can’t divide a genetic pool at political bound- 
aries,” she said. “Since 80 percent of the runs originate 
in California — and since California doesn’t have a 
salmon restoration plan like Oregon’s — the NMFS had 
no choice but to list the southern Oregon runs as 
endangered.” 


Restoration removes barriers 


Chase said ODOT is continuing to work on its part of 
the restoration plan. 

“We soon will complete an inventory of approxi- 
mately 1,500 culverts along our coastal highways,” she 
said. “Once we’ve finished the inventory, we’ll work 
with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
evaluate those culverts. If we determine a culvert affects 
the passage of fish to or from a spawning grounds, we'll 
modify the culvert.” 

“Obviously, not all those culverts affect fish,” Chase 
added. “Some merely channel a drainage ditch from one 
side of the road to the other. But our districts already 
have identified about 28 culverts they feel need to be 
modified. I expect that number to grow as the evalua- 
tion process continues.” 

Chase said the department has seven goals for sup- 
porting the restoration plan. 

p Remove barriers to adult and juvenile fish caused 
by state transportation activities and structures 
where appropriate.” 

p Identify and minimize transportation impacts on 
fisheries habitat and water quality. 


Kelvin Kohanes (standing), Manning assistant supervisor, and Rick Wallace (kneeling), 
highway maintenance specialist, survey a tributary of the Nehalem River. The stream passes 
through a culvert beneath Oregon 47. ODOT is inventorying culverts along coastal 
highways to see if they affect fish passage. 


p Enhance fish habitat where and when feasible. 

p Protect habitat by preserving right-of-way or 
property where appropriate. 

p Participate in watershed planning and partner 
with other agencies, local government and stake- 
holders. 

p Ensure ODOT’s work force is informed on the 
needs and requirements of salmon. 


ODOT becomes fish friendly 


Chase said ODOT is making good strides in imple- 
menting ‘fish-friendly’ practices. 

“We're taking a close look at how we react to prevent 
debris from landslides, pop-outs and erosion from 
entering and silting up sensitive steams. We’re develop- 
ing a master plan for surplus property that incorporates 
valuable fish and wetland habitat. Our goal is to retain 
property where the habitat might be damaged if the 
property were sold for development.” 

“We also are working to develop environmentally 
sensitive road designs. We want to make sure that 
projects designed for sensitive stream areas don’t have a 
major impact on fish habitat.” 

“Finally, we’re developing a plan for storage and 
disposal of heavy woody debris collected during opera- 
tions such as landslide removal. This debris includes 
things like tree rootballs. We are already storing this 
debris in some of our maintenance yards. The Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife then places this debris in 
streams to improve fish habitat.” 

“Tm very proud of the work ODOT has done on the 
restoration plan,” Chase said. “We were able to show the 
federal government that we’re serious about protecting 
our salmon runs ourselves. This listing was a starting 
point. Now we can confidently move forward with our 
own restoration plan, knowing we are headed in the 
right direction.” (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 public 
information representative, 503/986-3426. ) 


Memorial signs remind motorists to drive sober 


&& 


We hope this program 
will not only help the 
victim’s family deal 
with the tragedy, but 
also better educate the 
public to the dangers of 
drinking and driving. 


Lighting the way 


rews in Region 1 recently unveiled a sign in 
C memory of a police officer killed by a drunk driver. 
The incident happened four years ago on Interstate 84 in 
east Multnomah County. 

The sign reminding drivers not to drink and drive was 
unveiled at the 181st Avenue interchange of I-84 in 
memory of Scott Collins. Collins was a passenger in a 
patrol car that was struck head-on in 1993 by a motorist 
who swerved across the median at a high rate of speed. 
Tests revealed the driver who caused the accident was 
legally intoxicated at the time of the crash. 

June Ross, with ODOT?’s Traffic Section in Salem, said 
40 percent of all traffic fatalities in Oregon involve 
drunken drivers. 

“We hope this program will not only help the victim’s 
family deal with the tragedy, but also better educate the 
public to the dangers of drinking and driving,” said 
Ross. “The applicants for the signs seem pleased that this 
opportunity is available to them.” 

Collins father, E. H. Collins, paid $500 for the sign as 
part of an ODOT program that began 18 months ago 
that allows victims’ families to have the signs erected. 
The money covers the cost of construction, installation 
and maintenance of the sign. 

“Tm very happy with the sign,” said Collins. “It’s 
worth it because lots of people will see it and maybe it 
will do some good.” (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 1 
public information representative, 503/731-8263.) 9 


The memorial sign is the first of its kind in the Portland area 
and the sixth sign installed in the state. 


Tube lighting leads motorists through work zones 


oad construction is warming up, and ODOT is 
lighting up one of its work zones to enhance 
motorist safety during the night. 

Most people think worker safety when they hear the 
words work zone safety. On the average however, there 
are actually more drivers than workers killed and 
injured in roadway work zones. 

“Negotiating work zones is a challenge even under 
the best of conditions. Nighttime is even more chal- 
lenging,” said ODOT Work Zone Safety Coordinator 
Larry Christianson. 

An ODOT contractor has installed 1,000 feet of 
special tube lighting through a climbing lane work 
zone on the Sunset Highway in Portland. The tube 


lighting rests on top of the median barriers to help guide 
motorists throught the work zone. 

The flexible tube lighting operates on the same 
principle as fiber optics. The incandescence of a small 
light source is drawn through the tube to illuminate a 
much greater area. In this case, one light source for 
every 100 feet. 

The low-voltage, 3M product is visible from dusk to 
dawn and shines through rain, snow, fog and dirty 
windshields. 

According to Christianson, this is the first time this 
product has been used in Oregon work zones. (Written 
by Kathy Conrad, Region 1 public information representa- 
tive, 503/731-8264.) 9 


Quest wins inspector challenge 


N ine ODOT employees participated in the fifth 
annual Oregon Inspector Challenge Competition, 
but at the end of four events only one walked away with 
top honors. 

Larry Quest of the Farewell Bend Port of Entry earned 
the highest overall scores to advance to the International 
Inspectors Competition in Minneapolis, Minn., this 


1 Management 


middle school. 


Brett Hardt and his 
daughter Emily arrive 
to work in tandem on 
‘Take Your Daughter to 
Work Day” in late 
April. Hardt is a Traffic 


Operations Center 
operator in Region I. 
Emily is in the seventh 
grade at a Milwaukie 


August. Quest is a motor carrier enforcement officer 
and 10-year ODOT employee. 

Quest said that although he’s looking forward to the 
international competition, he’s prepared for a busy 
schedule. 

“T think it’s going to be a lot of work. I’ve been told 
that it is a pretty rigid schedule for three days,” he said. 
Past ODOT participants are helping Quest 
prepare and are scheduling time for special 

training, including bus inspections and 
hazardous materials. 

Quest competed with Ron Herman, Victor 
McDaniel and Roy Hitt, all of Cascade Locks; 
Terry Evert and Dan Woodall of Salem, 
Harold Smith of Medford, and John Kubala 
and Mike Hovde of La Grande. Hovde was 
first runner up. 

Susan Kelley of the Motor Carrier Transpor- 
tation Branch, said that participation in the 
competition is growing each year. She also 
mentioned that there were people competing 
for the first time and those that were return- 
ing. 

“Larry was a repeat competitor. He learned 
from the past competitions and the experience 
helps,” she said. (Written by Beth Wilson, 503/ 
986-3429.) 7 


Bus, plane or train? 


New train rolls through Willamette Valley communities 


if sort of looks like a bus outside, seems more like an 
airplane inside and runs on rails. 

The Danish-built, high-tech Flexliner passenger 
train makes a 12-day appearance in Oregon this 
month to give citizens a chance to ride state-of-the-art 
rail equipment. 

Unlike conventional intercity trains, the Flexliner is 
self-propelled and does not require a locomotive. 
Flexliners run in either direction. The train’s technol- 
ogy enables multiple units with either diesel or electric 
capability to run as one continuous train. A unique 
front system allows individual units to join and 
separate within minutes — even while moving at low 
speed. 

While in Oregon, the train will host visitors in the 
Portland, Newberg, McMinnville, Corvallis, Hillsboro 
and Wilsonville areas. People can tour the unit while it 
is parked or buy tickets to ride short distances between 
communities. 

“We chose these communities because some of them 
are considering intercity rail service to solve part of 
their traffic congestion problems,” said Bob Krebs, 
manager of ODOT’s Passenger Rail program. “Many 
of them have rail lines, which are used only once or 
twice a day for freight service, running parallel to 
congested highways,” he added. 


Equipment such as the Flexliner is 
ideally suited to commuter service 
because it is relatively inexpensive to 
operate, can move quickly between 
stations and provides a comfortable 
ride, Krebs added. 

The 141-passenger Flexliner also 
will replace the Cascadia train run- 
ning between Eugene and Portland 
for 10 days. The Cascadia provides 
two daily round-trip runs between 
the two cities along with one round- 
trip bus. 

The visit allows Rail Section staff members to test the 
unit’s compatibility with Willamette Valley railroad 
infrastructure and to check its ability to safely reduce 
run times in the Eugene to Portland corridor. Krebs 
said another purpose was to sample public response to 
the equipment. 

The Oregon tour was part of a two-year demonstra- 
tion effort by Amtrak and Adtranz, the international 
manufacturer of the train. The train has been operating 
in Europe since 1990 — often at speeds up to 112 miles 
per hour. (Written by Monte Turner, Transportation 
Development public information representative, 503/986- 
4180.) 


Though operational flexibility is the 
train’s most notable feature, the 
Flexliner also was designed with the 
customer in mind. The interior features 
airy compartments with wide aisles and 
panoramic windows, large, reclining 
seats with in-seat audio systems, 
electronic display systems for train 
schedules and routes, a public cellular 
Phone, outlets for laptop computers, 
ample storage space and access for 
people with disabilities. 


New summer construction hotline to aid travelers 


he annual summer construction season will begin 
soon as road crews gear up to take advantage of 
warmer weather. 

In what is expected to be another busy year, ODOT will 
help ease the pain by offering motorists a new tool that 
will allow them to avoid some of the traffic snarls that go 
along with projects necessary to improve Oregon’s 
roadways. 

Drivers can call toll free, 1-800-977-6368, beginning in 
early June for the latest road construction information. 
The phone line replaces the 976-7277 and 889-3999 
phone numbers previously used to relay summer road 
work and winter driving conditions. 

“We hope people will be less frustrated if they know in 
advance where they may encounter delays,” said Patrick 
Cooney with ODOT Public Affairs in Salem. “The phone 
line will allow motorists to plan their trip and hopefully 
avoid some of the road work planned on state highways.” 

Approximately 103 projects amounting to an estimated 
$196 million are expected to be contracted between May 
and October. 

Joe Speight, Contract Unit manager for the Project 
Support Section, said unless more federal or state funding 
is earmarked for Oregon, the department’s ability to 
repair and rebuild its transportation infrastructure will be 
reduced dramatically in the coming years. 

“There is no new federal highway act at this point so 
those federal dollars will dry up Oct. 1 unless Congress 
passes new legislation,” Speight said. “Typically, half the 
money we use to improve our roadways are federal 
dollars.” 


Major projects expected to go to bid this construction 
season include: 

p Reconstruction of the Elk Creek Tunnel on Or- 
egon 38 — $5 million. 

» Widening and upgrading Interstate 5 in Salem — 
$24.7 million. 

p Replacing the Cripple Creek Bridge on Oregon 
224 — $10.4 million. 

> Modernizing a 20-mile section of U.S. 20 near 
Eddyville — $20.9 million. 

p> Replacing the Crooked River Gorge Bridge on 
U.S. 97 north of Redmond — $17.4 million. 

p> Widening and upgrading U.S. 26 in Washington 
County — $31.9 million. 


p Preserving the Hawthorne Bridge in Portland — 
$16.4 million. 


Some of the work this summer will include permanent 
repairs to roadways damaged by flooding over the last 
two winters, said Speight. (Written by Ron Scheele, Region 
1 public information representative, 503/731-8263.)9 


Husby leaves ODOT to 
pursue new career 


en Husby, deputy 

director of ODOT, 
announced his resignation 
effective May 30, 1997. 

In an e-mail message sent 
to ODOT employees, Husby 
said, “I end my 25-year 
association with ODOT with 
a mixture of feelings. While I 
am excited about an oppor- 
tunity in the private sector, 
my work with ODOT has 
comprised a major part of 
my adult life. I have a long 
list of memorable and 
rewarding accomplishments 
and have made friends and acquaintances to numerous 
to recall.” 

Husby, a 1967 graduate of Oregon State University, 
began his 25-year career with ODOT in June 1971 as 
transit survey crew chief for the completion of Interstate 
84 in eastern Oregon. He holds professional licenses in 
civil engineering, traffic engineering and surveying. Other 
positions he has held in ODOT include construction 
engineer for Region 2, state construction engineer, and 
Region 2 manager. He assumed the deputy director 
position in October 1993, responsible for project devel- 
opment, construction and maintenance. 

In accepting Husby’s resignation, Director Grace 
Crunican said, “Ken has provided more than a quarter- 
century of terrific service to Oregon. ODOT will miss 
Ken, his knowledge and experience greatly,” she added. 


Ken Husby 


Lulay fills vacancy 


Thomas D. Lulay was 
named interim deputy 
director of ODOT in early 
May, replacing Ken Husby. 

Lulay is a 1971 graduate 
of Oregon State University 
and has been with ODOT 
for 26 years. He received his 
professional engineer 
license in 1975. Since 1992, 
Lulay has been the Techni- 
cal Services Branch man- 
ager and ODOT’s chief 
engineer. 

During his years with the 
department, Lulay has 
proven to be an innovative 
engineer. He designed the 
first sound walls in Oregon, 
the first light-rail transit 
bridge in Oregon and the 
longest span prestressed 
beams in the state. 
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Safety — Your actions can save a life 


Grace Crunican 
ODOT Director 


S afety has always been one of ODOT’s important 
goals. I’ve placed it at the top of the list of ODOT’s 
priorities for good reason. We at ODOT have the 
responsibility of doing all we can to provide for the safe 
travel for millions of Oregonians and visitors to our state. 

When we fail in our responsibility, the costs are 
substantial — even deadly. Nationally, automobile 
crashes are the number one cause of workplace deaths 
and result in a staggering cost to employers of nearly $55 
billion per year. Within Oregon, economic losses due to 
on-the-job traffic related deaths and injuries amounted 
to approximately $100 million in 1995 with 13 deaths 
and 1,041 injuries. 

Since 1994, five ODOT employees have died in traffic 
or construction related incidents and another five have 
been seriously injured. This is not an issue that we can 
ignore. Each of us must take a personal interest in 
increasing safety awareness and encouraging action. 

How personally do you take safety? Safety on your job. 
Safety at home. Safety as you take the bus or drive your 
family and friends. Safe behavior in all these areas is a 
way of life, not an add-on. Safety is something we want 
to fold into every action, every plan, every trip. True 
safety takes preparation and commitment. Safety is 
more than statistics. 

Don’t overlook your opportunity as an ODOT 
employee to be a role model for other workers, drivers, 
riders and walkers. Your safety practices will influence 


others and can save your life — ODOT’s most valuable 
resource — and the lives of others. 

It seems we have reminders almost daily of just how 
real the tragedy can be — and how close to home. I’m 
thinking of the death of ODOT worker Larry Howland 
in February. We must all operate with the realization 
that ‘it can happen to me.’ And the crash on Interstate 5 
northbound near Wilsonville in mid-April, killing one 
and involving all members of one family, served as a 
reminder that the roadway can be the stage for disaster. 
Either way, it usually comes down to paying attention 
— on the road or on the job, giving our full attention to 
the task. 

Many of you consider safety a part of ODOT’s culture 
and a part of your daily lives away from the job, so here 
are some brush-up tips for the ‘seasoned’ or some new 
thoughts to put into action starting today: 


p Wear the right personal protective clothing on 
the job. 
Be totally aware of your surroundings — in the 
office and on the road. 
Make sure all aboard wear safety belts — all the 
time. Kids in the back! 

p Drive sober. 

p Keep your speed within legal limits, sometimes 
slower than posted if conditions call for it. 


Take safety personally — it makes a difference! w 


Excellence Award winners announced 


inners of 1997 Excellence Awards are being 

honored with ceremonies recognizing excep- 
tional individual and team contributions to ODOT. 
Recipients are listed in a special flyer distributed to 
employees with this month’s TranScript. 

The Excellence Award Program started in 1993 when 
several recognition programs were consolidated into 
one program that would be consistent throughout the 
department. 

Each year many outstanding employees and teams 
have been recognized through the Excellence Award 
Program for their contribution to the work of a team, 
region, or branch and for their outstanding demonstra- 
tion of ODOT values. This year, ODOT recognizes 212 


individuals and 30 teams. In 1996, those honored 
included 173 individual winners and 37 teams. 

Branch and region committees are responsible for the 
local administration of the program including promot- 
ing, distributing and collecting nominations; screening 
and selecting winners; procuring prizes and certificates; 
coordinating award presentations and overall monitor- 
ing of the program in the branch or region. 

“These committee members are to be commended for 
their time and effort in making this program a success,” 
said Marta Eriksen of the Organizational Development 
Section. 

Congratulations to all Excellence Award winners for a 
job well done! w 


ODOT starts employer traffic safety program 


ince motor vehicle accidents are the primary cause of 


lost work time and employee fatalities, ODOT is 
launching an effort to help employers reduce 
work force death and injury. 

The Transportation Safety Section is 
inviting businesses to join an Oregon chapter 
of the Network of Employers for Traffic 
Safety, a nationwide public-private partner- 
ship network. 

Meetings recently held in Salem and 
Portland introduced businesses to the organi- 
zation. Speakers outlined a step-by-step 
process for assessing risks and establishing a 
traffic safety program in any size business, 
said Marsha Ryan, Oregon NETS coordina- 
tor. 

“Members have greatly reduced the costs 
associated with motor vehicle crashes through 
the implementation of effective traffic safety 
programs,” Ryan said. 


Some programs are as easy as requiring employees to 
wear safety belts and to drive alcohol- and drug-free 
while on company business. Ryan noted that motor 
vehicle accidents are the number one cause of death on 
the job in the United States, representing 40 percent of 
all job-related fatalities. These accidents cost U.S. 
employers approximately $55 billion per year. 

Ryan said the city of Newport News, Va., began a 
NETS program for 200 drivers in its public utilities 
department. During the following four years, the unit 
had a 60 percent reduction in motor vehicle crashes and 
personal injuries, reducing its workers’ compensation 
costs by approximately $1.2 million. Instantwhip Foods 
of Columbus, Ohio, achieved a 55 percent decrease in 
insurance premiums paid since 1987, she added. 

Corporate and government leaders founded NETS in 
1989. It isa non-profit organization with more than 
2,000 member organizations in 25 states dedicated to 
helping employers reduce the incidence of motor vehicle 
traffic deaths and injuries. w 


Lessons available this fall 


Students learn about ODOT activities and emloyees 


(Bee school students in Region 5 have learned a lot 
J about transportation this past school year, because 
ODOT maintenance employees have taken their show 
on the road. 

Armed with 10-yard trucks, snowplows, sanders and 
an ODOT-produced childrens’ video, crews visited 
numerous schools and talked to students about ODOT’s 
winter maintenance program. According to Larry 
Warburton, Area Maintenance manager in La Grande, 
the program was well received by teachers and students. 

“It’s been a long time since ODOT has been out and 
about and there was a lot of interest in what we do,” 
Warburton said. 

The Region 5 crews visited schools in Dayville, Seneca, 
Prairie City, Spray, Monument, Unity, Drewsey, 
Juntura, Island City, Union, and John Day. Both 
teachers and students asked questions ranging from, 
“Why do you wear bright vests?” to “How many miles of 
highway do you have to take care of?” 

Next fall, ODOT’s presence in schools will be even 
greater. The Communications Branch and a Roseburg 
teacher have developed a curriculum for third and 


fourth grade students. 

Teacher Carol Voltz, whose husband Bob 
works for ODOT, developed the curricu- 
lum while completing her intern teaching. 
The week-long session includes a visit to a 
maintenance yard or crews bringing their 
equipment to the school. Voltz’s classes 
visited the Shady Maintenance Facility near 
Roseburg. 

Lessons cover sign recognition, different 
types of transportation, street safety, bicycle 
safety and passenger and car safety. The 
curriculum not only focuses on transporta- 
tion, but also incorporates lessons in 
health, mathematics, arts, social studies, 
and language arts. ODOT is including the 
children’s transportation video, book- 
marks, pencils, and Give Em’ A Brake litter 
bags with the lessons. 

If you would like more information on 
the curriculum, call Beth Wilson, 
541/986-3429.9 


Larry Warburton, District 13 Area Maintenance 
Manager, spoke with students during the Central 
Elementary School Career Day in La Grande. 
Warburton and John Preston of Region 5 Planning and 
Programs brought maintenance equipment to the 
school and explained what types of jobs maintenance 
employees perform. (Photo courtesy of John Preston) 


New guide shares planning hints for safety activities 


he Transportation Safety Section has developed a 

20-page guide for traffic safety advocates to pro- 
mote safety activities in their communities. The guide 
also is available to ODOT employees planning school 
demonstrations or participating in community events. 

The Oregon Transportation Safety Planning Guide for 

Fairs and Activities includes a list of resource materials 
and contacts for setting up a Grand Safety Station at a 
county fair. The guide also includes a calendar of 
activities for planning a traffic safety booth. Other 
activities briefly explained in the book include: 


p Traffic Safety Demonstration Fun Fair for Chil- 
dren. 

p Infant Car Seat Inspection Clinics. 

p Every 15 Minutes,” a high school program that 
focuses on the realities of an alcohol-related 
crash. 

p Bicycle Skills Fair. 

p Infant Car Seat Rental Program. 


ODOT planner wins 
$1,000 scholarship 


art-time ODOT planner and student A. G. 

Flynn is this year’s recipient of the Women in 
Transportation Seminar Portland Chapter graduate 
scholarship. 

According to members of the selection commit 
tee, Flynn’s leadership and commitment to trans- 
portation were key to her winning the yearly, $1,000 
scholarship. The scholarship is given to help women 
excel in a transportation career. 

“We see her as a leader — someone who will take 

- astrong lead in transportation, and help WTS reach 
out to students,” said Lidwien Rahman, ODOT 
transportation growth management planner and 
WTS scholarship committee member. 

Flynn is earning a master’s degree in urban and 
regional planning from Portland State University. 
She is an active WTS member, and an American 
Planning Association student representative council 
member and past board of director’s member. 

According to Flynn, her internship with ODOT 
has been instrumental to her professional growth. 
“No amount of theory can compare to the day-to- 
day planning experience you get with an agency like 
ODOT.” w 


“With the book, we hope to encourage more volun- 
teer public involvement in traffic safety issues by 
providing a tool to make their endeavors easier and 
share ideas that can fit into their plans,” said Judy 
Harkins of Transportation Safety. 

If you would like a copy, call Harkins at 503/986- 
4202.9 


DMV triples food 
drive giving 


he 1997 Governor’s Food Drive may have ended in 
February, but the spirit still thrives at the Driver 
and Motor Vehicle Services Branch. 

When the amounts were totaled, DMV came out with 
a 300 percent increase over 1996, according to DMV 
Food Drive Coordinator Arlene Adams. 

“In 1996, DMV donated 18,000 pounds of food,” 
Adams said. “Our 1997 total was 58,000!” 

Adams was so impressed by the grand effort made by 
DMV employees around the state, that she’s having 
special plaques made for each of the winning units and 
field offices. A ceremony hosted by DMV Manager Jan 
Curry will be held later this month to honor those 
groups. 

“In all the years I’ve been in state government, I’ve 
never seen this kind of a turnout for a fundraising 
effort,” Adams said. “There are many people around the 
state who will appreciate what DMV — and ODOT — 
has done.” 

Units and offices to be honored for donating the most 
amounts are: 


66 


In all the years I’ve 
been in state 
government, I’ve never 
seen this kind of a 
turnout fora 
fundraising effort. 
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p Data Processing and License Control — 1,503 
pounds. 

Microfilm — 4,262 pounds. 

Driver Documents and License Renewal — 5,995 
pounds. 

Customer Assistance — 2,461 pounds. 

St. Helens office — 1,098 pounds. 

South Salem office — 1,413 pounds. 

Gresham office — 1,487 pounds. 

Portland Drive Test Center — 1,366 pounds. 
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“Our three-fold increase was just phenomenal,” 
Adams said. “But I hope the enthusiasm didn’t end in 
February. Id like to see that spirit continue through the 
whole year!” (Written by Natalie Barnes, DMV public 
information representative, 503/945-5465.) 7 


aR i1t1ions 


Appointments 


Promotions 


Retirements 


Carolyn Black, grants/contracts coordinator, Salem. 

Ronald Campbell, highway maintenance worker, Port- 
land. 

Teresa Cary, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Meghan Dugan, public information representative 1, 
Roseburg. 

Brian Evanson, highway maintenance specialist, Bend. 

Douglas Finn, motor vehicle representative 1, West 
Eugene. 

Diana Fox, motor vehicle representative 1, St. Helens. 

Scott Hayes, associate transportation engineer, The Dalles. 

Nancy Helt, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Dawn Hilbrand, motor vehicle representative 2, Spring- 
field. 

David Hillier, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Walter Irby, motor vehicle representative 1, Bend. 

Ronald James, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Government Camp. 

Colleen Kelley, motor vehicle representative 1, Sandy. 

Theodore Kelly, motor vehicle representative 1, Spring- 


field. 


Loretta Kieffer, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Joan Kugler, planner 3, Portland. 

Terry Lorance, grants/contracts coordinator, Salem. 

Susan Moore, public service representative 4, Klamath 
Falls. 

Anthony Neill, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Government Camp. 

Gary Pederson, support services supervisor 3, Salem. 

Ronald Polvi, principal executive/manager E, Salem. 

Donald Reid, highway maintenance specialist, Veneta. 

Roy Santos, engineering specialist 2, The Dalles. 

Jayne Stewart, principal contributor 1, Salem. 

Brian Taylor, highway maintenance specialist/entry, 
Government Camp. 

Laura Trotts, administrative specialist 1, Klamath Falls. 

Sindi Tuttle, motor vehicle representative 1, Lake 
Oswego. 

Joseph Valdez, parts supply specialist 3, Salem. 

Linda Wakefield, office specialist 2, La Grande. 

Kristie Wall, support services supervisor 3, Salem 


V 


Tamara Boss, administrative specialist 2 to management 
analyst 2, Salem. 

Timothy Burks, transportation engineer 1 to transpor- 
tation engineer 2, Salem. 

Ronald Crom, transportation engineer | to transporta- 
tion engineer 2, Salem. 

Alfred Crow, engineering specialist 2 to engineering 
specialist 3, La Grande. 

Lisa Flansberg, principal executive/manager A to 
principal executive/manager C, Salem. 

Catherine Griffith, executive support specialist 1 to 
principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

Erik Havig, transportation engineer 2 to transportation 
engineer 3, Salem. 


Susan Kelley, engineering specialist 1 to administrative 
specialist 1, Bend. 

John Loss, highway maintenance specialist to highway 
maintenance assistant supervisor, Portland. _ 

Galen McGill, transportation engineer 3 to principal 
executive/manager E, Salem. 

Mindy Nash, engineering specialist 1 to engineering 
specialist 2, Hermiston. 

Nancy Proctor, highway maintenance worker to office 
coordinator, Portland. 

Kim Rice, parts supply specialist 2 to parts supply 
specialist 3, Salem. 

Joan Wirta, motor vehicle representative 2 to motor 
vehicle representative 3, Beaverton. 


V 


Helen Alt, public service representative 3, Salem, retired 
in April after 22 years of service. 

Jerry Hakes, Region 4 safety manager, Bend, retired in 
April after 21 years of service. 
Ronald Hansen, highway maintenance specialist, 
Portland, retired in March after 30 years of service. 
Charlotte Heffley, public service representative 4, Salem, 
retired in April after 11 years of service. 

Jules Hill, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Salem, retired 
in April after 24 years of service. 

Warren Kernal, highway maintenance specialist, Salem 
and Woodburn, retired in April after 26 years of 
service. 


Jyl McCormick, executive support specialist 1, Salem, 
retired in April after 1 year of service. 

Gary Morgan, engineering technician 3, Salem, retired in 
April after 31 years of service. 

Thomas Shira, highway maintenance specialist, Bates, 
retired in April after 16 years of service. 

Louis Roe, associate transportation engineer, Eugene, 
retired in April after 17 years of service. 

Frank Toor, geologist 2, Roseburg, retired in April after 12 
years of service. 

Charles Weber, highway maintenance supervisor, 
Troutdale, retired in March after 17 years of service. 
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30 years David Garrick, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Salem. 

James Garrigues, hearings officer 2, Salem. 

Jean Jensen, public service representative 3, Salem. 

Lawrence Morse, engineering specialist 2, Astoria. 

John Smith, right-of-way agent 1, Salem. 

Larry Underhill, information systems consultant, 
Salem. 

Robert Ward, governmental auditor 1, Salem. 


Marilyn Williams, personnel officer 2, Salem. 


Ronald Booth, highway maintenance specialist, 
Pendleton. 

James Kendall, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

David Svarverud, heavy equipment mechanic 1, Salem. 


25 years 


Rodney Botts, highway maintenance specialist, Enterprise. 
Theresa Bryson, office specialist 2, Salem. 

David Elston, right-of-way agent 1, Salem. 

Kathleen Lelack, program technician 2, Salem. 

Roger Olfert, information systems consultant, Salem. 
David Parker, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 
Henry Ralph, highway maintenance specialist, Coquille. 


10 years 


Sharon Blegen, executive support specialist 1, Salem. 

James Braendle, geologist 2, Salem. 

Timothy Cannon, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Cascade Locks. 

Barbara Cole, motor vehicle representative 2, Bend. 

Antoinietta Dawson, traffic survey interviewer, 
Roseburg. 

Paul Edgecomb, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 


20 years 


: nee David Svarverud 
Daniel Martinez, highway maintenance specialist, 


Pendleton. Daisy Glenn, highway maintenance specialist, Hunter 
Catherine Nelson, principal executive/manager E, Creek. 
Salem. Nancy Gowen, motor vehicle representative 3, Port- 
Edward Pulvermacher, principal executive/manager A, land. 


Roxanne Graves, motor carrier enforcement officer 2, 
Farewell Bend. 
Curtis Helmer, motor vehicle representative 2, 


Davis Slough. 
Jo Anne Schiffner, principal executive/manager B, 
Salem. 


Brenda Trump, program technician 1, Salem. Beaverton. 
James Whitecotton, highway maintenance specialist, Kenneth Johnson, motor vehicle field office leader 1, 
Warm Springs. Rogue Valley. 
Elisabeth Landan, word processing technician 3, 
15 years Salem. 


Thomas Lauer, principal executive/manager D, Portland. 

Gary Blaine, motor carrier specialist 2, Salem. William Muzzal, engineering specialist 1, Portland. 
David Boyd, principal executive/manager B, Central Myrna Ridings, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Point. Connie Suelzle, motor vehicle representative 1, 
Matthew Caswell, transportation engineer 2, Salem. Gladstone. 
James Currie, highway maintenance worker, Charles Vachter, systems software programmer, Salem. 

Clackamas. Celia Vincent, office specialist 2, Salem. 
Leland Franklin, transportation engineer 3, Salem. Jon Woodley, motor vehicle representative 2, Portland. 


Werte: 


James Kendall 


Letters! We receive more letters each month than we 
can print. Keep looking though — if a letter was 
_ forwarded to TranScript, we will make every effort to 
print it in this section. 


Adrian Albrich — La Grande DMV, from Blue Moun- 
tain Computer, Inc. “We would like to commend 
Adrian Albrich on the terrific customer service he 
provides to clients at the La Grande office. He 
promptly and politely provided us with the necessary 
forms and paperwork. What is usually a painful and 
dreaded trip to the DMV was a pleasant, quick 
experience.” 


Bill Walther — Roseburg DMV, from Steven Spencer. 
“Mr. Walther skillfully and graciously solved our 
problem in less than 30 minutes. I was very impresed 
with his ability to quickly sort out a complex problem, 
ask exactly the right questions, fill out the proper forms 
and clearly explain the solution. I wish Mr. Walther 
could work at my local DMV office in California. 


Marianne Vandervort — N.E. Portland DMV, from 
Elizabeth Hinkel. “In today’s busy times, it’s great to 
have a customer service person such as Marianne.” 


Gresham DMV — from Shane Dunn. “The Gresham 


Murray Colwell — Klamath Falls project inspector, 
from Jack Oram of Redmond. The Klamath Falls 
Herald News ran a feature article on Murray, who was 
instrumental in including additional safety features to 
a concrete bridge abutment near the downtown 
Klamath Falls exit. Because of Murray’s work, a 25- 
foot-long attenuator, a series of foam cartridges 
designed to compress when struck, was added to the 


DMV is the only government agency that I actually 
enjoy dealing with. I am always confident that my 
service here will be professional, courteous and 
speedy.” 

Hillsboro DMV — from Karin Peter, Hillsboro. “I 
recently moved here from your neighbor to the north, 
Washington. Although I will always be a Washingto- 
nian at heart, even I must admit that the state offices 
leave a lot to be desired in the way of service, attitude 
and general consideration for the public. NOT SO 
here in Oregon. I have made three trips to the 
Hillsboro office. On each occasion I was greeted with 
a smile and treated with respect, concern for my 
needs, and a sense of humor.” 


project. Jack Oram was driving his car when it hit 
head-on into the attenuator. “I was not injured at all,” 
Oram said in the article. “It could have been a lot 
worse. I was told about the new apparatus. Probably if 
it hadn't been there, it would have pushed the engine 
back into the front of the car and into me.” 


Ray Siens and Ray Logan — Lake of the Woods mainte- 


nance, from Brenda Haune, Klamath Falls. Ms. 
Haune’s car overheated on Highway 140 between 
Medford and Klamath Falls. She and her four-year- 
old son waited until Ray and Ray helped her and 
followed her to Lake of the Woods. “Thank you to Mr. 
Siens and Mr. Logan for being true gentlemen and 
helping me out.” 


Tops $15-$16 per square foot | 
Bridge painting costs increase four-fold 


ortland is home to 11 
bridges that span the 
Willamette River at various 
points throughout the Rose 

City. These bridges range 

from seven to 87 years old. 
The oldest, the Hawthorne 
Bridge, is getting a facelift. 

The project is scheduled 
to begin later this year and 
includes a new coat of paint 
— an $8.5 million to $9 
million coat of paint. The 
paint job constitutes half of 
the total cost for this 
project. Other improve- 
ments include steel rein- 
forcements and renovations 
to the deck and sidewalks. 

Only four years ago the 
cost of the paint job would 
have been a quarter of today’s prices, but envi- 
ronmental and health requirements have qua- 
drupled costs. The dangers of lead paint and the 
fragility of the environment have lead to very 
stringent regulations concerning lead paint 
removal. 

“Four years ago it would have cost us $3-$4 a 
square foot — now it’s between $15-$16 (per 
square foot). The reason it costs so much is that 
it’s labor intensive, and we must follow encapsu- 
lation/ventilation requirements and disposal 
requirements,” said Doug Eakin, ODOT Struc- 
tural Coatings coordinator. 

“When a contractor accepts the job, they have 
to put into motion educational and medical 
programs to prepare workers. Each employee has 
to go through a minimum of 40 hours of training 
to qualify to work on the project. They learn 
about the hazards of lead-based paint, clean-up 


Inside ODOT 
insight sought 


hether you've ever listened to Inside 
ODOT or not, the Communications 
Branch wants to hear from you. 

Distributed in conjunction with this 
issue of TranScript is a six-question survey 
about the twice-weekly telephone news 
service. 

Staff members have produced Inside 
ODOT for the past nine months, and they 
want to know if they are meeting your 
information needs. 

Please take a few minutes to complete 
the survey and return it by Friday, June 13. 
If for some reason you do not receive a 
copy in the next few days, contact Rachel 
Knowles in Salem at 503/986-4367. 

Results of the survey will be printed in 
the July TranScript. 

In the meantime, remember to call 
Inside ODOT every Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon to hear new summaries of 
current and upcoming events at our 
agency. Call 986-4344 in Salem and 
1-800-382-6325 elsewhere. 


Gy 


& 


The contract amount for painting the Astoria-Megler Bridge crossing the 
Columbia River was a little more than $3 million. The encapsulation 
structure to the left of the bridge support keeps paint chips and dust from 
entering the air and the river. Work on the bridge began about a year ago 
and will be completed late this summer. 


techniques and other procedures to ensure they 
adhere to all Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration regulations. Employees also are 
subject to medical examinations before, during 
and after the project. Doctors test the employees 
for chemicals in their blood and to ensure they’re 
breathing well enough to use the breathing 
equipment,” said Eakin. 

Another expensive requirement is the encapsula- 


tion of the area to be painted — in this case, the 
1,383-foot long, 53-foot high, vertical lift 
Hawthorne Bridge. Encapsulating the work area 
consists of building a steel framework and covering 
it with tarps, or panels made of aluminum or 
fiberglass. Special engineering studies are conducted 
to determine the effect of winds on the structure. 

The Hawthorne Bridge will be completed in six 
stages, encapsulating one span at a time. Encapsula- 
tion keeps lead-based paint fragments and dust 
from entering the atmosphere or falling into the 
river. The encapsulation structure also must meet 
OSHA standards. 

A portion of those standards requires a ventilation 
system to move and clean the air within the work 
area. Other stipulations require the contractor to 
provide a decontamination area so that workers can 
shower and put on clean clothes before leaving the 
containment area. 

The third major cost is the disposal of equipment 
and materials used in the painting process. Debris 
must be cleaned and then placed in Department of 
Environmental Quality/Environmental Protection 
Agency approved containers. The contaminated 
material is then hauled to Arlington, Ore., by 
certified transports. Once the material reaches 
Arlington it is further decontaminated before being 
placed in the landfill. (Written by Robert Smith, 
Technical Services public information representative, 
503/986-4334) 9 


ODOT develops wetland mitigation program 


DOT’s Environmental Services is develop 

ing a program to assist in project develop- 
ment, project permitting and the department’s 
ability to replace wetlands affected by construc- 
tion. 

Federal and state regulations require ODOT to 
avoid or minimize impacts on wetlands. Where 
impact to a wetland is unavoidable, ODOT must 
develop replacement wetlands and follow a 
specific sequence of actions to fulfill the require- 
ments. 

Once all the unavoidable impacts are identified, 
the department develops replacement wetland 
areas. These areas, called mitigation sites, can take 
several forms: restored historic wetlands, new 
wetlands that ODOT creates, or existing wetlands 
that ODOT enhances. Typically, these mitigation 
sites are developed on a project basis and are 


located near the wetlands that were originally 
affected by development. 

Recent federal and state regulations allow 
agencies to develop a mitigation bank. ODOT can 
build credit by restoring, creating or enhancing 
wetlands that are not directly related to specific 
projects. These credits can be used toward 
specific, smaller projects where mitigation 
opportunities are not feasible because of ecologi- 
cal or economical reasons. 

A mitigation bank benefits ODOT because it 
allows for faster mitigation planning and design, 
quicker permitting, and more certainty in the 
permitting process. ODOT also can consolidate 
numerous small mitigation developments into 
larger, more manageable sites. (Written by Robert 
Smith, Technical Services public information 
representative, 503/986-4334.) 9 


ODOT recycling saves trees, water and air 


Renee Wallace, coordinator of the PUC/ODOT recycling team, sorts 
through waste tossed by employees of the Public Utilities 

Commission Building. ODOT’s Motor Carrier Transportation 

Branch resides in the PUC Building. As part of a waste audit, > 
Wallace and other team members sorted barrels of waste to 

determine the percentages of garbage versus recycled material. 


TranScript is printed on recycled paper. 


DOT diverted 538,643 pounds of 

waste paper through the Garten 
Foundation in 1996 according to 
Warren Johnson, ODOT’s recycling 
coordinator. According to statistics 
from the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality, this means that 
ODOT: 


p Saved the fiber equivalent of 
4,568 trees. 

p Reduced air emissions at paper 
mills by 134,356 pounds. 

p Reduced water consumption at 

mills by 3,224,760 gallons. 

Saved energy equivalent to 

25,798 gallons of gasoline. 

Avoided costs associated with 

hauling away 1,344 cubic yards 

of waste. w 


